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MEMORs HAM WOR: SLrector of Training 


SUBILCT Certain observations concerning the Clerk 
Caantttea Report on CYA, 


1. Pareuant to your request, made during the Itrecter's acet- 
ing with the Ate yesterday, I ax attempting in this meuorendm to 
set down on paper the gist of certain observatians which I have nade 
te the top staff of the [D/P eras concerning the Clark Comittee 
Report. Altheugh this her a1] been kept on an oral tesis, I briefed 
the staff and requested thee to brief others dowward in the chain 
of command, for the express purpose of putting to rost soe exaggerated 
and rather alarnist notions and ramers which were gaining currency as 
the resault of the press handling ef the Clark Cannaittees Report. 


2. The Clark Comrittea findings, conelusiocas end recomuerndationa, 
taken collectively and in the whole, are by no msans ea adverse and 
derogatory a8 so.e newspaper reporters and columniste would lead one 
to beliewe. Host, if act all, of the adversely critical neteriel in 
the secret. reports were insleded in the published reports tut such of 
the favoreble and laudatory material in the secret reports wes onittod 
fren the published report. Sone weitere sho are apparently unfriceadly 
te the Agency have seized upo portions of the published material and 
have enlarged upon {t, quoted passeges out of context, and ctherwisc 
ngoaged to create the iupression that the drensy was found egreciously 
werbing and taken heavily te task by the Clark Gemntttes. On tne bacis 
of the vory thorough stalyeia whieh hae been sede of the purtion of 
the report dealing with the Clandestine Services, their personne’ anc 
operations, I would say that there are no driticienes of euch aa sxeg~ 
ferated or sypareutly bestile charecter that we cennct Live with then, 
am’ that there are in fact seve wery favorable findings and conclusions 
which tend to give the revert a considerable degree of balance. Two or 
three of the reconnendations having tc do with organization wi'l pre- 
suaahly set be Covnd feerible or otherwise acceptable especially, those 
wiieb are regarded as calling for retrograde steps, (“eae know fron 
actual experience that a cenplete aaparation of seeret tutel) ieenee 
aotivities fron operstions in the selitical action field dees not pre- 
duce any panscea «= when wa had it thet wry we were still erittcally 
ehort of intelligence corcerning Soviet capabilities and intentions. 
This is the lnadequacy mont pointedly criticiged in the report, and 
the Agency, of course, aaxes no cleim that we hava achieved g satin- 
factory decree of cuccess tr this regard.) 
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3. The pertion ef tae report fron which we cas drew the greatest 
meount of satisfaction and enewuregenen’ is the finding and eonclusion 
which substantially vindlestes the Agemoy with regard te the MoCarthy- 
type charges of Cemmanist infiltration end subversive design. The 
Clark Comittee goss about a8 far se could any 
inwestipating committee in the direction of giving the Agency a clean . 
e112 of health. Anu almost equally impertant finding of a faverable 
character ie thst whieh certifser: to cer apparent regularity as regords 
tha experiiture of unvouchered furde. In fact, if the veport contained 
ns athor fararable oclements than those relating to thees two extrenely 
orivical polnta, ws would have much to be tiankful for, alnoe it is in 
precimely these sreas that the ecet serious charges have been herled 
ngainet the Agency and any appreciebie mesenre of culpability would be 
moat devastating. In order to sppreciate fally the significance of 
these findings, the following points ghovld be borme in mind: 


. 
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a. ‘Txiee within a very short space of tize the Clan~ 
dentine Services have been thoroughly investizeted and in 
each cane — although the appreach and welivation wore dif- 
ferent: «- we have cove off clean send vkole; 


be. Although the Declittle Canalites was susvected by 
gone of being friendly and generally welledispossd toverd 
the Agency, there ie no doubt that the group ef hard-eorcing 
individuals whe madn up that comuSttec called their chote as 
they saw then, end would Lave considered it their duty to 
the Frovident and to the public te point cut all inadequasios, 
ami weree, which thay aight have found; 


Cc. Whatever alee may be said of the ovtlook and erienta- 
tion of the Clark Comaittce, certainly aw one, repest 32 ONL, 
has ever suggested thet ite purpose was to “whitewash” the 
keeney ~~ Lf anything a contrary impreszion was created by 
certain stetesonte and actions on the part af tre Chairwan 
which became natters of publle knowledge, wik., the pudliched 
report of hia heviag called upen and solieited acvice fras 
Senator MeCarthy, and the mere or leas poblie eclicitation 
ef any and all adverse informetion soneorning CIA and its 
porronriels and 


ad. The fact that all anemaios of the ft gency and pesple 
with special exes to grind were given full opportunity by 
the Clark Coamittee to be heard, with the remit that just 
about avery “deed cath" that could be thrown wee, in fact, 
cuhb loore et un -- but without appreciable adrorse effect 
in sq fer aa thin.ean be determined from the contents of 
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